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Los Angeles has new library card art, and its star is a
Dodgers fan

By CRAIG NAKANO APR 12, 2019 |  10:50 AM

A detail of the new Los Angeles Public Library Card featuring the artwork of Gajin Fujita. (Los
Angeles Public Library)

The Los Angeles Public Library on Friday released a new card design: a mythological Japanese child of 
superhuman strength whose fiery red body is attired in Dodger blue.
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The art is the work of Gajin Fujita, a Los Angeles artist known for merging contemporary street art with 
the centuries-old style of Japanese ukiyo-e woodblock prints. His card artwork centers on Kintaro, the 
folklore character also known as Golden Boy, usually depicted wearing a bib with the kanji character 
for gold. “I gave him a twist,” Fujita said.

Nakano, Craig. "Los Angeles has new library card art, and its star is a dodgers fan." Los Angeles Times. Web. 2019. Web. 
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The new Los Angeles Public Library card features a detail of the Gajin Fujita painting "Guardian
Angel." (Los Angeles Public Library)

The new library card will be available at all 73 LAPL locations “while supplies last,” officials said, declining to 
state a specific number. The Kintaro design is the library’s second limited-edition card; the first was by 
Shepard Fairey and Cleon Peterson and released in 2016.

Fujita said the imagery comes from a painting titled “Guardian Angel” that he created a few years ago but 
that had languished unsold. It eventually went on view at the Los Angeles Municipal Gallery, run by the 
Department of Cultural Affairs, where library marketing chief Peter Persic saw it, Fujita said.
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Library cards typically feature horizontal imagery, so in order to get a good, close-up look at Kintaro’s 
eye-blacked face, the new design will be the rare card with vertical imagery.

For Fujita, 47, an Otis College of Art and Design graduate who grew up in Boyle Heights and recalled 
going to the local public library as a boy to look at art books, the card represents something of a full 
circle.

“Those were the first moments in my life where I could feel myself in another world,” he said in an 
interview. “That was the beginning of a stirring of my imagination.”

Support our coverage of local artists and the local arts scene by becoming a digital 
subscriber.

See all of our latest arts news and reviews at latimes.com/arts.

https://checkout2.latimes.com/MTRDigital?PID=4667&int=lat_digitaladshouse_4-weeks-99_acquisition-subscriber_ngux_text-link_footer
http://latimes.com/arts
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=ChcbWzwu2XIOwKvOxtOUPrqmMqAbF5O6BVqLoxq6_CBQQASC0zpUIYMme9IbIo5AZoAG-8POVA8gBA-ACAKgDAcgDCKoEnQJP0D3jWuR7Rv5q86IBKUxSWPjMd6H1kcPkzJgDGNv6VFwgZEj2Bdw4TFxPkBCs-hB54EsuhqkYqXSb1wAyRQ2p8ZN2gXioZCxKH3qHrZ3YPmmrwkDEGa0enTnli67ricJrus1ZDWaNALtwtTCUoX1tqVr2_jPLxdmi8TE__-vGVXlpO2zag3Bx_BmVPx72nIwk-sZOA3sjsGrXnDlthccMVrm4ULZzujadkeQjuYEUWNHsBNs-7tufeY-tbFQ6w2R2rOdcPJwbtx_rK1kzTV_ANONT0w8I25mar7-6iTAuzRt-3PlIER_wuCu291hwZqIBTWacxWKEg-26dT8dXDfjEY4sX909CqtE2zwgigN50sHg4uc21T_j7fnxQ1DgBAGgBgOAB57SiW6oB47OG6gH1ckbqAfg0xuoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYB7EJbKnaSQmNh2uACgPYEww&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_2rwco-63NKtRkTh4OOvaAkr5R2XQ&client=ca-pub-5190935653373739&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://www.justfashionnow.com/shop/dresses-12227%3Fadp%3D1173360,906955,943160,961438%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIw9Pn7YzV4QIV8xitBh2uFANlEAEYASAAEgLfqPD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_fYIZ6ElLJ5X7znRfqU5n67Oc1OfMIda0yhdJQPjIXCp7lGUM856UrWFe18S5KRDu9PwasgtfRA3Otjg7oEfPUSd4OIxcXBjI_7OlKIJhYPQhsCuQHxgczJYQpY7bqokSZeABXg_bduie08MQK4Qzj_JhhS7R04lzVTYgzlkjy-0pfgwFrUE3hbfwjSiBnGsjWR_EY6V7_Lk-vNZSWyshBbtwOpNymEMWjy3fsg7Yhs9hI8BxkfU3sVSP1uL9MtfsJ6vWZ1FKsmlZD-mJYTaEbOC78JLNCDhmoQwGMi2_jRGMJjEETiEbsjw,WpJByMlK3CEPWEySEqWY4w&source=display&cbt=c3X9Am3WvYYIoujGrr8IEJCK6b0GGKnIqG4iFnd3dy5qdXN0ZmFzaGlvbm5vdy5jb20yBwgFExiOYhRCF2NhLXB1Yi01MTkwOTM1NjUzMzczNzM5SAZYA3AB&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DChcbWzwu2XIOwKvOxtOUPrqmMqAbF5O6BVqLoxq6_CBQQASC0zpUIYMme9IbIo5AZoAG-8POVA8gBA-ACAKgDAcgDCKoEnQJP0D3jWuR7Rv5q86IBKUxSWPjMd6H1kcPkzJgDGNv6VFwgZEj2Bdw4TFxPkBCs-hB54EsuhqkYqXSb1wAyRQ2p8ZN2gXioZCxKH3qHrZ3YPmmrwkDEGa0enTnli67ricJrus1ZDWaNALtwtTCUoX1tqVr2_jPLxdmi8TE__-vGVXlpO2zag3Bx_BmVPx72nIwk-sZOA3sjsGrXnDlthccMVrm4ULZzujadkeQjuYEUWNHsBNs-7tufeY-tbFQ6w2R2rOdcPJwbtx_rK1kzTV_ANONT0w8I25mar7-6iTAuzRt-3PlIER_wuCu291hwZqIBTWacxWKEg-26dT8dXDfjEY4sX909CqtE2zwgigN50sHg4uc21T_j7fnxQ1DgBAGgBgOAB57SiW6oB47OG6gH1ckbqAfg0xuoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYB7EJbKnaSQmNh2uACgPYEww%26sigh%3DhYrGa6XoU2Y%26cid%3DCAQSLgDwy9IZGGoXV-T7q_3RJJX_7rXS9nrzsfr2dm_qOK3Uvpj4yfSNJTwkOqdheBY
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_fYIZ6ElLJ5X7znRfqU5n67Oc1OfMIda0yhdJQPjIXCp7lGUM856UrWFe18S5KRDu9PwasgtfRA3Otjg7oEfPUSd4OIxcXBjI_7OlKIJhYPQhsCuQHxgczJYQpY7bqokSZeABXg_bduie08MQK4Qzj_JhhS7R04lzVTYgzlkjy-0pfgwFrUE3hbfwjSiBnGsjWR_EY6V7_Lk-vNZSWyshBbtwOpNymEMWjy3fsg7Yhs9hI8BxkfU3sVSP1uL9MtfsJ6vWZ1FKsmlZD-mJYTaEbOC78JLNCDhmoQwGMi2_jRGMJjEETiEbsjw,WpJByMlK3CEPWEySEqWY4w&source=display&cbt=c3X9Am3WvYYIoujGrr8IEJCK6b0GGKnIqG4iFnd3dy5qdXN0ZmFzaGlvbm5vdy5jb20yBwgFExiOYhRCF2NhLXB1Yi01MTkwOTM1NjUzMzczNzM5SAZYA3AB&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DChcbWzwu2XIOwKvOxtOUPrqmMqAbF5O6BVqLoxq6_CBQQASC0zpUIYMme9IbIo5AZoAG-8POVA8gBA-ACAKgDAcgDCKoEnQJP0D3jWuR7Rv5q86IBKUxSWPjMd6H1kcPkzJgDGNv6VFwgZEj2Bdw4TFxPkBCs-hB54EsuhqkYqXSb1wAyRQ2p8ZN2gXioZCxKH3qHrZ3YPmmrwkDEGa0enTnli67ricJrus1ZDWaNALtwtTCUoX1tqVr2_jPLxdmi8TE__-vGVXlpO2zag3Bx_BmVPx72nIwk-sZOA3sjsGrXnDlthccMVrm4ULZzujadkeQjuYEUWNHsBNs-7tufeY-tbFQ6w2R2rOdcPJwbtx_rK1kzTV_ANONT0w8I25mar7-6iTAuzRt-3PlIER_wuCu291hwZqIBTWacxWKEg-26dT8dXDfjEY4sX909CqtE2zwgigN50sHg4uc21T_j7fnxQ1DgBAGgBgOAB57SiW6oB47OG6gH1ckbqAfg0xuoB7oGqAfZyxuoB8_MG6gHpr4b2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYB7EJbKnaSQmNh2uACgPYEww%26sigh%3DhYrGa6XoU2Y%26cid%3DCAQSLgDwy9IZGGoXV-T7q_3RJJX_7rXS9nrzsfr2dm_qOK3Uvpj4yfSNJTwkOqdheBY



